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U.S. Forest Service Spends $11.1 Million to Clean Mine that’s been 

Inactive for Over 90 Years 
 
 The U.S. Forest Service will spend $11.1 million in Stimulus funds to clean up the 

inactive Blue Ledge Mine in the Siskiyou Mountains of Northern California that has 
not been fully operational since 1919.  Taxpayer dollars will be spent to restore 
the old copper mine and remove all toxic materials from the site. 
 

 While cleaning an old mine has its merits, some residents who live downstream in 
the community of Joe Bar have expressed concerns that the project could 
contaminate their water supply. 
 

 Additionally, the company awarded the project will hire little more than 20 local 
workers for this short-term project.  Meaning, the Federal government will spend 
$555,000 per job created—all of which will be temporary.   
 

 California’s current unemployment rate is 12.6%, making it the third highest state 
unemployment rate in the country.  One would hope that an $11.1 million 
Stimulus project would not only create more permanent jobs in California, but do 
so at less than $555,000 per job.   

 
 Under the House Republican Stimulus Alternative, $11.1 million in taxpayer funds 

would not be spent to create 20 temporary jobs at $555,000 a piece.  Instead, 
Republicans would have created twice as many jobs at half the cost.  To learn how 
visit: http://republicanwhip.house.gov/Jobs/ 
 

 Source: http://dailyme.com/story/2010060400003529/feds-pay-clean-blue-ledge-
mine-.html 

 

 

 
The Washington Watch Report is available on the House Republican Whip’s website: 

http://republicanwhip.house.gov/blog/wwindex.html 
 

It is updated weekly with new items of wasteful stimulus spending, a look at jobs 
created by the stimulus. 
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